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Pomerania, the princes of the Empire with the
favours which the Emperor alone could bestow. But
it required great powers of imagination to conceive
that France might quit the beaten track of history,
which was at the same time plainly the path of self-
interest, in order to assist her hereditary foe in a
great land-war at a time when she needed all her
strength to meet England upon the seas.

Kaunitz had not only the strength to see this
vision, but also the fortune to realise it in fact The
circumstance that favoured him the most was that
the Pompadour was now at the height of her
influence in France. The mistress of Louis XV.
furthered the plan of Kaunitz for selfish reasons,
but in the expectation that its result would be the
exact reverse of what it was. She desired to keep
the peace in Europe in order that she might con-
tinue to live quietly at Versailles. The Minister of
Marine, moreover, was her friend; the minister who
might profit by a land-war was her enemy. She
therefore favoured a covenant of neutrality with
Austria in the hope that the two wars would thus be
kept apart.

The Convention of Westminster, however, made
it impossible that the affair should rest here. The
fact that Prussia had bound herself to resist a French
invasion of Hanover frustrated all Frederick's efforts
to propitiate the Pompadour and to throw dust in
the eyes of the French.

"If the ministry of France will consider it well,"
wrote Frederick on January 24th, "... it should